The Knothole, February 16, 1981 by SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry Student Body
SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry
Digital Commons @ ESF
The Knothole College Archives
2-16-1981
The Knothole, February 16, 1981
SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry Student Body
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.esf.edu/knothole
Part of the Communication Commons, Creative Writing Commons, and the Environmental
Studies Commons
This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the College Archives at Digital Commons @ ESF. It has been accepted for inclusion in
The Knothole by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ ESF. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@esf.edu.
Recommended Citation
SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry Student Body, "The Knothole, February 16, 1981" (1981). The Knothole. Book
441.
http://digitalcommons.esf.edu/knothole/441
^ 00 
"-fH 
r 
. 
; ^ C Q ^ 
^ H I * . 
HELP US 
On Tuesday n i g h t , February l 7 t h , there 
w i l l be a meeting i n the Moon Conference 
Room. This meeting i s d i f f e r e n t from 
any held during the school year. We are 
asking f o r your i n p u t and ideas. YOU 
w i l l run the meeting. ThVs i s not l i k e 
the open forum (which almost none o f you 
attended anyway) where a t o p i c i s given 
and i t i s discussed. This session i s 
open t o any t o p i c t h a t i s bothering you. 
Your Student Council wants t o know what 
we can do f o r you, what d i r e c t i o n t o take, 
You w i l l lead the discussion. T e l l us 
how you f e e l about the school. I f some 
small t h i n g has been gnawing at you, 
don't hold i t i n . We have gotten a bike 
cage, had the Forestry Snack Bar increase 
i t s food s e l e c t i o n , i n s t i t u t e d the Winter 
C a r n i v a l , and gotten the l i b r a r y t o r e -
arrange i t s hours. We have done many 
t h i n g s , but a l l of these ideas were f i r s t 
suggested by you. Come and t e l l us what 
else we can do f o r you, or what you don't 
want us doing. 
Lew Lain 
yyiidiife 
Societii 
The W i l d l i f e Society w i l l be meeting 
Wednesday n i g h t , February 18, at 7:30 
i n I l l i c k 5. Some general business w i l l 
be discussed and nominations f o r new o f -
f i c e r s f o r 1981-82 w i l l be held. Follow-
ing these a c t i v i t i e s , Ray Blaskewicz, 
from the U.S. Fish and W i l d l i f e Service, 
w i l l be g i v i n g a t a l k on Barn Owl research. 
Anyone i n t e r e s t e d i n running f o r o f -
f i c e and g e t t i n g i n v o l v e d , now i s the 
time! There i s much t o be done and new 
o f f i c e r s are needed t o do the j o b ! Hope 
to see you the r e ! 
Brian Cypher 
1^ 
POLICY AND DEADLINES 
Knothole is the student p u b l i c a t i o n of the State University of New York 
College of Environmental Science and Forestry. It is published every Monday 
during the school year. The deadline for submitting p i e c e s f o r publicat ion is 
Friday, NOON, of the week before they are to appear. Letters to the Editor will 
not be printed unless they are signed. Articles must also contain the writer's 
name(names will be deleted on request). Letters to the E d i t o r do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the paper's staff. We strongly encourage any counterviews, 
articles, notices, suggestions, or new staff members. The Knothole Staff meets in 
room 404 Bray Hall, every Monday at 4:30PM and every Friday at Noon. The office 
will be open at other times to receive input from the campus community. 
Bilit«ritil 
IT'S UP TO YOU 
The Student Council i s sponsoring a 
spec i a l Input Session t h i s Tuesday 
n i g h t . This i s p a r t of t h e i r never -
ending attempt t o increase two-way 
communication among the student body. 
The idea o f e f f e c t i v e communication 
has i n t r i g u e d me f o r a long time. I n 
my former experiences as student rep-
r e s e n t a t i v e and my cu r r e n t experience 
as E d i t o r , I have found s i m i l a r com-
munication problems. Most people are 
j u s t not i n the h a b i t of d i r e c t i n g 
t h e i r comments t o the r i g h t people. I n -
stead of making suggestions, complaints, 
or any other comments d i r e c t l y t o the 
person(s) who can respond, comments are 
made t o others i n passing, or i n b.s. 
sessions. That i s okay, but t h a t w i l l 
never cause change, unless i t somehow 
gets back t o the ones who can act on 
those comments. F o r t u n a t e l y , some com-
ments do reach the r i g h t d e s t i n a t i o n 
and are a necessary p a r t of d e c i s i o n -
making . 
This idea o f e f f e c t i v e communica-
t i o n doesn't only apply t o the Knothole 
and Student Council. This applies t o 
any o r g a n i z a t i o n you become a p a r t o f , 
or any government you are subject t o . 
I t i s your RESPONSIBILITY when i t comes 
to organizations or government.(As f a r 
as t h i n g s l i k e the Knothole, w e l l , con-
s i d e r i t an op p o r t u n i t y t h a t shouldn't 
be passed up) 
The purpose of t h i s column i s t o ask, 
urge, almost force you t o go t o the 
i n p u t session Tuesday n i g h t . Give a 
few minutes of your time, You'11 prob-
ably be surprised at what the c o u n c i l 
can do, when the students' desires are 
c l a r i f i e d . Show your concern. Show 
t h a t apathy i s a figment o f the (lack 
o f ) imagination. 
Remember, i t only takes a few minutes 
t o share your thoughts. You w i l l bene-
f i t by " g e t t i n g i t o f f your chest," and 
by f u l f i l l i n g p a r t of your r e s p o n s i b i l -
i t y you w i l l f e e l a t i n g e of p r i d e . 
Council w i l l b e n e f i t by not having t o 
spend so much of t h e i r f u t u r e time and 
e f f o r t s o l i c i t i n g opinions, so they can 
spend the time G e f f o r t on accomplish-
ing more of t h e i r other o b j e c t i v e s . 
F i n a l l y , ESF w i l l b e n e f i t from your 
ideas and feedback. Current and f u t u r e 
leaders G rep re s enta t i ve s w i l l have an 
easier time understanding various per-
spectives i f the proponents make them 
v i s i b l e . This i s a prime opportum* t y 
t o be heard. Don't l e t i t pass by. 
_ - - - p - - - - _ - - - - - _ ^ ^ E r i c Anderson 
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O I N G S 
Monday, February 16 - "Washington's B i r t h d a y " 
7:00 P.M. MOON CONFERENCE ROOM - Student Council Meeting 
Tuesday, February 17 
6:30 P.M. ROOM 238 ILLICK - Backyard Nature Program 
*7:00 P.M. MOON CONFERENCE ROOM - Student Association Forum 
7:30 P.M. ROOM 319 MARSHALL - Bob Marshall Club ^ 
7:30 P.M. ILLICK 5 - W i l d l i f e Society g 
7-9 P.M. Woodsmen's Team PRACTICE AREA - Tryouts H 
w 
Wednesday, February 18 ^ 
1:00 P.M. MOON CONFERENCE ROOM - Environmental I n t e r n Program meeting M > M 2 
4:00 P.M. NIFKIN LOUNGE - Saengerbund Fun w << 
4:00 P.M. QUAD - (NEAR MOON) - ESF Runners Club S 
7:00 P.M. NIFKIN LOUNGE - Musical Jam Session m Sg 
7:30 P.M. ROOM 309 ILLICK - Botany Club - Dr. Josiah Howe 3 
7-9 P.M. Woodsmen's Team Tryouts ^ < ^ 
Thursday, February 19 ^ 
7:15 P.M. ROOM 319 MARSHALL - American Chemical Society meeting o 
7:00 P.M. ROOM 321 BRAY - F i r s t Aid Class continues ^ 
10:00 A.M. WANAKENA - Woodsmen's Meet 
ALBANY - NYPIRG Conference 
Friday, February 20 
B-19 MARSHALL - SMALL STORES - Last chance t o order yearbooks 
4:00 P.M. Bus leaves f o r Woodsmen's Meet at Wanakena 
7:00 P.M. WOMEN'S BUILDING (SU) - ESF Women's Basketball - LAST GAME AT HOME 
8:30 P.M. same - ESF Men's Basketball 
9:00 P.M. NIFKIN LOUNGE - Dance Party w i t h HARVEST 
Saturday, February 21 •CATCHALL (% B. you're the one who's on drugs I TUG HILL - BMC Snowshoe T r i p ^ ^  ^ j ^ . 
V- what about those f o o t b a l l players 
w i t h the long p o l i s h names? 
## JDGDD - I f you're not ready f o r 
b r e a t h i n g - what ARE you doing??? 
$0 WANTED- One t a l l , d a r k , lean beard. 
Apply i n person. No resume r e q u i r e d , 
The Knothole regrets that it is acceptance based on performance. 
not always able to print all Catchalls ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ 
the week they are received. entomologist and an e t h o l o g i s t ? 
A- Bee-Havior 
GG Hey Mike, do you always d i g through G! To P r e t t y Flower- I hope you en-
tr a s h cans? joyed V.D. i n s p i t e o f my absence 
!: U.D.- Be your Valentine?? You bet -the hee and the gardener 
your CHB's! A.J. ) * L a r r y - Make i t an I r i s h Setter-Sue 
*GHowdy Steve - We missed ya Saturday! G$ Missy's counseling s e r v i c e , may I 
)) B i l l o - Happy belated Valentines help you?" 
Day ! T O the hard working Knothole S t a f f -
%% To the blonde guy i n FOR 360 w i t h ' J thanks f o r a l l the hours you spend t o 
the gray pants . . .happy belated V.D . make t h i s such a success . ed 
•CATCHALL 
The Bob Marshall Club's Annual Snow-
shoe t r i p i s a l l set f o r Saturday, Febru-
ary 21. I t w i l l be a one-day t r i p t o 
Whetstone Gulf i n the Tug H i l l r e g i o n . 
I f you intend t o j o i n us, (everyone i s 
welcome!!) you MUST attend the mandi-
t o r y meeting on Tuesday, February l 7 t h 
f o r d e t a i l s . See you ther e ! 
BMC Steering Committee 
BOTANY CLUB 
This Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. 
the Botany Club w i l l be having i t s 
f i r s t speaker p r e s e n t a t i o n . Dr. 
Josiah Howe w i l l give a s l i d e show on 
Lichens. I f you're i n t e r e s t e d i n 
seeing and hearing about the 
f a s c i n a t i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p between 
fungus and algae, or about the d i f f e r e n t 
l o c a t i o n s t h a t Dr. Howe has been t o 
i n h i s t r a v e l s , don't miss t h i s meeting 
(Room 309 I l l i c k ) 
One week l a t e r w i l l be the meeting 
i n which we discuss budget and i t i n e r a r y 
plans, and about who w i l l take over the 
club i n 1981-82. 
Wed. March 18th—"Algonquin" by 
Dr. Ketchledge. Preparatory meeting. 
7:30 p.m. 314 I l l i c k . 
Sat.-Sun.,March 28-29: Algonquin 
Climb. 
Sat. A p r i l l-th: Marathon Maple 
Festival;9:00 a.m. 
Tues. A p r i l 14:"Spring Wildflowehs 
by Dr. Raynal, 7:30 p.m. 309 I l l i c k 
Sat. A p r i l 18: A Spring Wildflower 
Walk: 8:30 a.m. 
pnuL mitn UUORCSHL 
The Environmental Workshop,spon-
sored by the Student Association o f 
ESF, w i l l be held on Saturday,Feb.28th 
from 10:00 t o 11:00am i n N i f k i n Lounge. 
This event i s fre e f o r a l l ESFers and 
$1.50 f o r others. 
Paul believes t h a t "there are many, 
many other voices on earth besides 
those o f us humans, and they are very 
b e a u t i f u l i n t h e i r own ways." With 
t h i s philosophy Paul Winter has i n c o r -
porated animal sounds i n t o h i s music-a 
blend of j a z z , c l a s s i c a l , and f o l k 
rhythms. During the workshop he t a l k s 
about h i s experiences w i t h whales, 
wolves, and other animals, using tapes 
to i l l u s t r a t e how he makes music w i t h 
these animal voices. 
I n The Homemade Music Workshop,Paul 
s t r i v e s t o "reawaken the n a t u r a l r e -
sources of harmony and rhythm w i t h i n 
people through t h e i r p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n 
music making." Joined by the men and 
women of h i s consort, Paul encourages 
a l l p a r t i c i p a n t s t o experience "a 
kind of musical conversation, i n a 
pure democracy." The workshop i s open 
to everyone regardless of background 
or musical i n t e r e s t . 
The Syracuse Peace Council i s spon-
soring t h i s event t o be held at the 
Ci v i c Center i n the Bevard Community 
Room. Use the A r t i s t s Entrance at the 
corner of Madison Street and State Street. 
The workshop w i l l be held on Saturday, 
February 28th from 11:30 t o 1:00 p.m. . 
A l l p a r t i c i p a n t s w i l l be charged on a 
s l i d i n g scale frbm $1.50 t o $3.00. 
PEACE CORPS 
I f you are considering a l t e r n a -
t i v e s f o r a f t e r graduation, the Peace 
Corps may be one t o give some serious 
thought t o . The Peace Corps has posi-
t i o n s a v a i l a b l e f o r the s k i l l s t h a t 
SUNY/ESF graduates possess and the 
best time t o i n q u i r e i s now. 
For more inf o r m a t i o n contact: 
Frank Goryl J r . 
410 A Bray H a l l 
470-6664 
MPIRE FORESTER 
Your l a s t chance t o order the 1981 
Empire Forester w i l l be Friday, March 
6th during Small Stores hours(roomB~19 
M a r s h a l l ) . The Yearbooks are a $20 v a l -
ue and can be yours f o r $7,50. Anyone 
i n t e r e s t e d i n helping w i t h the design 
and layout of the book should come t o 
the next meeting, Wednesday Feb.18th 
at 6:30pm i n 404 Bray H a l l . We are a l -
ways welcome t o new ideas, a f t e r a l l 
i t ' s YOUR YEARBOOK. 
Karin Naslund 
E d i t o r 
The house i s going a l l out t o r a i s e 
money f o r Muscular Dystrophy again t h i s 
semester. Our co-sponsor i s the Forestry 
School I Dave Bryan and Meg Saeli are 
going t o be dancing i n the marathon, so 
go out there and support them t h a t week-
end. Also look f o r money-raising a c t i v -
i t i e s o c c u r r i n g on campus i n the upcoming 
weeks. Let's show the r e s t o f the people 
t h a t stumpies are second t o none i n 
s p i r i t : 
Here's a l i t t l e i n f o r m a t i o n about the 
marathon: The couples' f i n a l standings 
are based on a p o i n t system. Before and 
during the marathon a bunch o f a c t i v i t i e s 
and events w i l l take place t o help the 
couples earn points(depending on how 
we l l they p l a c e ) . The sponsoring organ-
i z a t i o n s can also compete i n these e~ 
vents t o help the couples. The couples ^ 
also gain p o i n t s based on how much 
money they r a i s e f o r M. D. How high 
the couple f i n i s h e s depends on how w e l l 
they do both i n a c t i v i t i e s and i n 
money-raising. 
This Friday n i g h t , Feb. 20th, Kappa 
Phi and the Student Council are spon-
soring a dance f e a t u r i n g HARVEST. Stop 
on down and dance the n i g h t away t o 
some good tunes. 
See ya' t h e r e , 
Mike Gri zenko 
P u b l i c i t y Chmn KOA 
The weekend of February 7-8, 
threg^UOC t r i p s went out. 11 people 
went ice climbing at Lickbrook F a l l s 
i n I t h a c a , 20 f o l k s went cross 
country s k i i n g a t Green Lakes and 
5 insane persons went V e r t i c a l 
Caving and spent s i x hours i n s i d e 
Gagi's. Tentative t r i p s f o r t h i s 
coming weekend (Feb.20-22) include 
an intermediate/advanced ice climbing 
t r i p f o r the weekend t o Chapel Pond, 
i n the Adirondacks, and a t r i p up 
to the sheep shed at Long Lake f o r 
s k i i n g , snowshowing, et c . To sign up 
and get more i n f o r m a t i o n , come t o our 
next meeting, Tuesday, 7:30 i n 
Watson Theater. 
Also, we are s t i l l s i gning 
people up f o r our West V i r g i n i a t r i p . 
I f you are i n t e r e s t e d , please attend 
our next meeting! We w i l l be leaving 
i n less than 3 weeks. 
Many thanks t o a l l those who 
worked at the Winter Carnival handing 
out gear and checking i t back i n . 
Things went smoothly and the day was 
a great success! 
Ginny Reisert 
Member a t La r g e - P u b l i c i t y 
S.U. Outing Club 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
One scholarship i s being o f f e r e d by 
Central New York Golf Course Superintendents 
Association i n the amount of $250. 
A p p l i c a t i o n s may be obtained at the O f f i c e 
of F i n a n c i a l A i d , 111 Bray. 
The second scholarship i s being 
o f f e r e d by Syracuse Zonta Club f o r $500. 
The deadline date f o r submitting a p p l i -
cations i s March 2, 1981 . A d d i t i o n a l 
i n f o r m a t i o n and a p p l i c a t i o n forms may 
be obtained by coming t o the O f f i c e of 
Fi n a n c i a l Aid. 
NYPIRG's 1981 Spring Conference w i l l 
be hosted by SUNY at Albany, Feb. 21st 
and 22nd. I t w i l l include over f o r t y 
workshops on such t o p i c s as p o l i t i c a l 
reform, student power, a n t i - n u c l e a r 
o r g a n i z i n g , t o x i c chemicals, co-ops, 
consumer p r o t e c t i o n , women's r i g h t s , 
higher education, etc. Some p a r t i c i -
pants include Ralph Nader, and inves-
t i g a t i v e r e p o r t e r s from the N.Y. Times 
and the V i l l a g e Voice. For t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
and accomodations contact: NYPIRG, 
732 S. Grouse Ave. Syracuse, N.Y. 13210, 
or c a l l (315) 476-8381. 
This space 
reserved for 
Please come t o a meeting of the campus 
environmental education group, the Backyard 
Nature Program, on Tuesday, Feb. 17 at 
6:30 pm i n 238 I l l i c k . We have about 15 
people already who want t o teach a short 
course i n ecology and nature study t o 
elementary school students. On Tuesday, 
we w i l l be reviewing the curriculum and 
t a l k i n g about teaching methods and 
s t r a t e g i e s . A l l i n t e r e s t e d students are 
i n v i t e d t o at t e n d - no bio l o g y background 
i s necessary! 
Any questions a t a l l , please contact 
Steve Kane at 474-9802. 
C O U N C I L CORN 
Student Council has opened N i f k i n 
I Lounge Wednesday nigh t s f o r a JAM 
• SESSION. I f you want t o jam w i t h 
8 your f e l l o w students, come on down 
Wednesday nights w i t h your instruments 
I F e s t i v a l of Places went r e a l l y w e l l 
^ Hope everyone got a t a s t e of f o r e i g n G 
I no t - s o - f o r e i g n places. 
, COMING UP:" 
' Dance and p a r t y t o the sounds of 
J HARVEST t h i s Friday,Feb.20th. This i s 
co-sponsored by your student a c t i v i t y 
I f e e ( v i a Student Council) and KQA,the 
^ f o r e s t r y f r a t . 9:00pm i s s t a r t i n g time 
I Saturday, Feb. 28th, f i n d s Paul 
I Winter's Environmental Workshop i n N i f 
' k i n Lounge at 10:00am. This i s FREE fo 
• ESF students . His second workshop w i l l 
be at the C i v i c Center l a t e r t h a t day. 
I More i n f o next week. 
^ The SPRING AWARDS BANQUET i s March 
I 26th . I f you want a good dinner,good 
I music(Moss Back Mule Band), good 
' speaker f o r an o v e r a l l f a n t a s t i c 
8 evening, t h i s i s i t . Tickets on sale 
I i n a couple of weeks. 
' Contrary t o l a s t week" s a r t i c l e , 
i Student Council has defeated the 
I proposed amendment t h a t would require 
• p e t i t i o n s from each candidate f o r 
I Council O f f i c e . Therefore, the 
[ nomination process remains unchanged. 
I E l e c t i o n s w i l l be occuring March 
24th and 25th. Nominations accepted 
I during a period t o be announced 
I l a t e r t h i s month. 
I Small stores s t i l l e x i s t s . Buy, 
. Buy, Buy! 
I Join a club-expand your mind 
I without destroying b r a i n c e l l s . 
I From B~19 Marshall, 
I Douglas J. Daley 
• 1st Vice-President 
I Student Association 
I JAM SESSION 
I . We need musicians t h a t are 
I i n t e r e s t e d i n sharing t h e i r t a l e n 
8 t o come to the N i f k i n Lounge Wed . 
I n i g h t Jam. I f s informal and l o t 
I of fun. Wed. Feb. 18th from 7-10 
8 N i f k i n Lounge. Sponsored by the 
Student Council . 
6 Thank you, Craig McKee 
LAiD OFF 
When the work or money or " t i t l e " runs out^ or for some other reason 
"they don't need you anymore," you get laid off. You go to the unemployment/ 
employment office, s ign up for benefi ts , and you get a number of feeli ngs--
some instantly, some more slowly. You can't really be 1ieve i t , to begin with. 
Last week you were a productive, valuable member of society, adding to the 
whole. You were in the good graces of management, fel low employees, society, 
and God. This week you are an unfortunate stat i s t i c , a 1iabi1i ty, a tax 
burden, only "part" of a human being. Somehow you have been transformed into 
someth i ng 1 ess than a human being. 
Mostly you feel fear, and the fear you feel most is that you will never 
be able to work again. It seems, by design, that automatically the things 
you do best are no longer needed in this world. The want ads and job 1istings 
on a 11 bulletin boards plead for every conceivable ski 11 except the one you 
have. If you have a specialty, they want generalists. If you are an engineer, 
a 11 they need are technicians (you're overtrained). If you have two years 
experience, three years is the minimum. A B.S.? B.A.'s only. Must relocate, 
have transportat ion, own tools, ten years experience in three d ifferent areas, 
se1f starter, ca11 Mr. X, AAA motel before Monday morning.... 
The present becomes more than a 1i ne between the past and the future. 
The future is not there, it is non-existant. You are blind when you look 
ahead. The past becomes b igger than it should be. You keep reworking i t , on 
paper, in your resume and job applications. If you can, you become a salesman 
(wouId you buy a used car from you?) and a l i a r . Principles are bent, com-
promised. The word "career" takes on a holy tone. Those goals you used to 
propound gradua1ly loose their character and become s imple. JOB, MONEY, WORK, 
COME HOME TIRED 5 DAYS A WEEK. NOW. 
11 a 1 so seems that when you put your hi story on paper that you haven't 
really done much with your l i f e . "Oh, well, it's good exper ience," they said 
when you took that summer job Out West. It was, if you want to work summers 
for the rest of your 1i fe picking up garbage and cleaning toilets for mi nimum 
wage. 
Money becomes more of a problem than you thought It could. OK, you cut 
back. (No income tax, at least.) But, no f r i l l s ei ther. Fr i1 Is 1 ike getting 
your teeth fixed, meat once a day, long d istance phone calIs to home, a present 
for your wife. And, if your wife works, you really feel you are pul1ing your 
weight by doi ng the d i shes, the cooking, and running around looking for work. 
And so It goes. You hear the same thing over and over again. "We don't 
have a position that would fully u t i l i z e your talents and experience." Don't 
they say if you hear something enough you begin believing it? The longer you 
are off, the worse i t gets. The pit gets deeper and your spirits lower. You 
begin to understand what Black people have been ta1kIng about. 
No end in sight and an unfamiliar feeling starts to reoccur. Panic. What 
the hell am I going to do??? 
There is no happy ending. Life ei ther goes on or ends. There is no good 
answer. 
But there is one thing you can do. NEVER GIVE UP. NEVER QUIT TRYING. 
You are no less valuable now than when you were working. What you are Is out 
of phase. You were pushed out of the 1Ine of march and you have to find a 
pi ace to step back in. 
You have to be at the right place, at the right time, go at just the 
right speed, for just the right distance. You use the proper amount of force, 
and you need a l i t t l e luck. 
Remember, it is the hardest job in the world and you 1 earn to do it the 
hard way. It takes a lonq time and maximum effort. 
Most people succeed. 
This was w r i t t e n by one of our alumni during 
MJH a long period between jobs. S h o r t l y a f t e r i t 
12/5/78 was w r i t t e n he landed a good job and i s now 
0 doing w e l l . 
D.E.C. 
Somehow i t may seem a l i t t l e e a r l y 
to be t h i n k i n g about b l u e b i r d s , but 
i n s p i t e of the snow and cold o u t s i d e , 
i n f o u r weeks the red-wings, meadowlarks 
and k i l l d e e r w i l l be back, and w i t h them, 
the b l u e b i r d . Unfortunately, your 
chances of hearing the mellow song of 
our s t a t e b i r d are s l i m , f o r i t s numbers 
are way down from t h e i r peak when 
75 percent of the State was i n 
a g r i c u l t u r e i n 1880. Some estimates 
of the c u r r e n t b l u e b i r d population i n 
the Eastern U.S. place i t at a mere 
10 percent of what i t was j u s t f i f t y 
years ago. 
There are two major f a c t o r s causing 
the decline i n b l u e b i r d numbers. 
One, i s the change i n h a b i t a t caused by 
the decline i n a g r i c u l t u r a l acerage. 
Another, i s the competition f o r 
nesting c a v i t i e s from two introduced 
species, the English sparrow and 
the s t a r l i n g . 
Bluebirds were probably extremely 
rare before the s e t t l e r s opened up the 
countryside, f o r they need f a i r l y 
open land w i t h low ground vegetation 
f o r f o r a g i n g , and scattered trees w i t h 
c a v i t i e s f o r n e s t i n g . The e a r l y farms 
w i t h t h e i r small f i e l d s and orchards, 
and the r e s u l t i n g network of hedges and 
small woodlots, furnished t h i s p e r f e c t l y . 
Today, t h a t i d e a l mix i s much less 
common. Much of today's farmland i s so 
i n t e n s i v e l y c u l t i v a t e d t h a t n a t u r a l 
nes t i n g c a v i t i e s are completely absent. 
I n a d d i t i o n , i n 1977 only 23 percent 
of the State was i n a g r i c u l t u r e , while 
57percent was i n f o r e s t or brushland. 
There i s l i t t l e t h a t we can do about 
the t o t a l change i n h a b i t a t , f o r t h a t 
i s a d i r e c t r e s u l t of changing 
technology and economics. We can, 
however, do something about the 
i n e v i t a b l e loss of nesting trees and 
the competition from English sparrows 
and s t a r l i n g s f o r the l i m i t e d nest 
s i t e s which remain. 
For years, people have been erec. 
b i r d houses f o r b l u e b i r d s and other 
c a v i t y nesters. During the past twem 
f i v e years or so, t h i s p r a c t i c e has 
taken on an organized form f o r the 
b l u e b i r d s . Clubs and i n d i v i d u a l s have 
established what have been r e f e r r e d t o 
as B l u e b i r d T r a i l s . These are routes 
through the open country where 
bl u e b i r d s would f i n d good f o r a g i n g , 
but no nesting s i t e s . Along these 
routes they have erected nesting boxes. 
The success of these routes has 
v a r i e d , but many have been very success-
f u l . One notable t r a i l i n Dutchess 
County which had 117 nesting boxes, 
fledged 235 young in 1979. The success 
of the program depends ab s o l u t e l y on 
the constant care and p a t r o l by 
dedicated operators, because unmaintained 
boxes w i l l be used by other species 
p r o v i d i n g l i t t l e help t o b l u e b i r d s . 
Nest box design, h a b i t a t , distance 
between boxes, height above ground, 
and several other f a c t o r s are important 
i n reducing competition and e s t a b l i s h i n g 
a successful b l u e b i r d nest box t r a i l . 
For more i n f o r m a t i o n , contact the 
North American Bluebird Society, 
Box 6295, S i l v e r Springs, Md. 20906. 
RUNNING 
The ESF Runner's Club returned t o 
ac t i o n t h i s past Sunday, w i t h several 
members p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the Charger's 
t r a c k and f i e l d meet at Manley. Despite 
some tough e a r l y season competition. 
Forestry long jumpers and distance men 
put f o r t h impressive e f f o r t s . With the 
toughest weather of t h i s w i n t e r nearly 
over, club members should be i n great 
shape f o r the next indoor meet on 
March 15. 
Looking ahead t o t h i s s p r i n g , the 
Forestry Runners plan t o p a r t i c i p a t e 
i n the f o l l o w i n g race schedule: 
SU Intramural Track Meet- Late March 
Onondaga Co. Medical Assoc.- A p r i l 18 
(at Drumlins) 
Mountain Goat 10 m i l e r - A p r i l 25 
The f i r s t organized p r a c t i c e w i l l be 
t h i s Wednesday, February 18, beginning 
at 4 pm i n f r o n t of Moon L i b r a r y . 
1 "Woo t^^Kie ioV TEAM ' U e w f 
f%>R SPOT- e»0-S iW l O - l - B f a A y 
W E K N O W T C > e ^ P E C T You | 
•CATCHALL 
@@A,w.-I've heard of not speaking f o r 
y o u r s e l f , but not breathing? P r e t t y 
l a z y ! 
**Mike, you sicked t h a t dog on me. 
//Pete, dogs w i t h sharp t e e t h b i t e 
hard. Thanx! 
^'B.O.-I asked how o f t e n you missed, 
not MIST:!-J.M. 
))D.D.-Most recent amoung your l i s t 
of various and sundry a c t i v i t i e s : 
f i l l up the Catchall page s i n g l e -
handed I 
GGAlice, you're amazing. 
**Barbara, keep the tea b a l l up i n your 
room where i t belongs! ! ! 
##Diane, add-drops were due a month ago-
w i l l you please hurry up? 
%%"Never underestimate the s t u p i d i t y o f 
the people!"-Gratzer 
+^WHO parked i n a "No Pi n t o " zone?? 
*i Welcome t o WKOB of Syracuse 
@! Platypodidae do i t deeper. 
G0 Periscope Up...ok,guys watch out ! 
%# Mr. l i m e r i c k author- I bet you 
t h i n k you're p r e t t y c l e v e r . ! Longfellow 
%) JB - I don't t h i n k we're THAT obvious 
[ ] Wonderbuns and Thor: Dance,dance, 
dance!! Get psyched t o dance your 
o f f ! 
OF WELCOME 
ANDl^PRECIATION: 
i s extended to Susan F i t z g e r a l d and 
Ca r s t e n G l a e s e r . C a r s t e n , did you 
know that you i n c r e a s e d our tenor s e c -
t i o n by 50%?! Thanks for j o i n i n g 
SAENGERBUND, Carsten and Susan. Now 
l e t ' s keep adding more new members to 
SAENGERBUND, our ESF c h o i r . We're hoping 
to have Mike I r m i s h and Ken j o i n us 
some night f o r r e h e a r s a l . Within the 
next couple of weeks we'11 be s i n g i n g 
at Onondaga Community Co l l e g e ' s Out-
reach Program for Senior C i t i z e n s . 
T h e y ' l l be t r e a t i n g us to dinner f or 
our e f f o r t s . 
SAENGERBUND rehearses on Wednesdays, 
from 4:00-6:00 p.m. i n N i f k i n Lounge. 
Everyone i s welcome to s i n g with u s , 
or j u s t l i s t e n . Come on down and share 
some good notes and some good v i b r a t i o n s 
w i t h SAENGERBUND. 
George Co u l t e r 
P r e s i d e n t Saengerbund 
A 
SruDeMrGiufJciL 
^ ?R|E.Se.MT: ^ 
HARVEST 
